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I am writing to strongly object to the fact that, since February 11, 2016, your staff have
withheld from Democratic Members and staff copies of Committee transcripts from interviews,
violating House Rules and making it impossible for us to use those transcripts in any report or

written products that we ultimately produce.

House Rules require that Democratic Members and staff “shall be accorded equitable

treatment with respect to ... the accessibility of committee records.”’

Republican and

Democratic staff have separate work spaces, including separate classified work spaces, so our
staffs—at the same time—can separately review, analyze, and create a written record using the

information we have obtained during our investigation.

Before February, our agreed upon practice—which is also the practice in every other

Committee where transcribed interviews are done—was that the House stenographers delivered
duplicate copies of transcripts to the Republican offices, and the Republican staff would forward
the Democrats our copy. However, your staff are now refusing to provide us with copies of nine
transcripts of interviews, four unclassified and five classified.

Republican Members have publicly reported that you are actively working on a report.
On March 8, 2016, Rep. Brooks stated: “We’re in the draft stage of writing our report.” And

' House Rules, Rule X, clause 9(g).

2 Rep. Brooks: Benghazi Probe Ongoing: Congressional Committee Preparing its
Report, Herald Bulletin (Mar. 8, 2016) (online at www.heraldbulletin.com/news/local_news/rep-
brooks-benghazi-probe-ongoing/article 65¢238d8-e563-11e5-84e0-b18834a26041.html).
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on February 10, 2016, Rep. Pompeo stated: “There’s already been a lot of thought given as to
the structure and how the report will ultimately be written.”

Your staff’s refusal to provide Democrats with copies of these transcripts impairs our
ability to prepare our written work product, including Democratic views to the Committee’s
report. By limiting Democratic access to these transcripts, you impair our ability to share the
evidence supporting our fact-based analysis with the public, essentially quieting any dissent from
your report from the start.

For all of these reasons, I request that you immediately provide us with copies of all
transcripts the Committee has received to date. I have not made this letter public at this point in
the hope that we could work out this issue quickly together.

Sincerely,

Elijgh B Cummings
g Member

3 Benghazi Panel Nears Final Report Examining Clinton’s Response, Bloomberg (Feb.
10, 2016) (online at http://www.bloomberg.com/politics/articles/2016-02-10/benghazi-panel-
nears-final-report-examining-clinton-s-response).



