TREY GOWDY, SOUTH CAROLINA ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS, MARYLAND

CHAIRMAN r Ranking MinoriTY MEMBER
Congress of the United States
ADAM SMITH, WASHINGTON
LYNN WESTMORELAND, GEORGIA g : ADAM B. SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA
JIM JORDAN, OHIO Houge of Representatives LINDA T. SANCHEZ, CALIFORNIA
PETER ROSKAM, ILLINOIS - H TAMMY DUCKWORTH, ILLINOIS
MIEE POMPEG; KANSAS Select Committee on_Benghazu
MARTHA ROBY, ALABAMA 1036 Longworth House Office Building 114™ CONGRESS
SUSAN W. BROOKS, INDIANA Washington, D.C. 20515-6090
(202) 226-7100 SUSANNE SACHSMAN GROOMS, MiNoRITY

PHILIP G. KIKO, STaFF DIRECTOR StAFF DIRECTOR

http://benghazi.house.gov

July 15, 2015

The Honorable Trey Gowdy

Chairman

Select Committee on the Events Surrounding
the 2012 Terrorist Attack in Benghazi

U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

At the beginning of this year, Select Committee Republicans provided Democrats with
detailed information about their plans to hold 11 hearings between January and October on a
wide range of topics relating to the Benghazi attacks. Since then, however, Republicans have
completely abandoned this plan—holding no hearings at all since January and instead focusing
on former Secretary Hillary Clinton. Amazingly, the last eight press releases on the Select
Committee’s webpage deal entirely with Secretary Clinton.

According to information you provided to Democratic staff, as of December 31, 2014,
Select Committee Republicans planned to hold the following 11 hearings:

January Hearing with State Department eyewitnesses to the attacks to address the
question of what happened in Benghazi.

February Hearing with non-State Department eyewitnesses to the attacks to address
the question of what happened in Benghazi.

Hearing on the Status of Document productions (if needed).

March Hearing with State Department witnesses to address the question of “Why
were we in Libya?”

April Hearing with former Defense Secretary Robert Gates and Secretary Leon
Panetta as witnesses to address the question of “Why were we in Libya?”

May Hearing with Secretary Clinton as the witness to address the question of
“How did we respond?”

Potential Hearing with Raymond Maxwell.
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June Hearing with former Deputy Director of the CIA Michael Morrell as the
witness to address intelligence matters related to Libya, specifically about
what was said after the attacks.

July Hearing with former U.N. Ambassador Susan Rice as the witness to
address the motivation of the attackers, as well as what was said after the
attacks.

September  Hearing to address the State Department’s implementation of the ARB
recommendations, which would be a final hearing to address what has
been fixed since the attacks.

October Hearing to address oversight recommendations, specifically to examine
what should be fixed in the future.

In 2015, the Select Committee has held only one hearing—on the status of document
production—in January.

The Select Committee has not only postponed its hearings with Secretary Clinton and
other State Department witnesses, but it has abandoned all of its other hearings as well, including
those examining other agencies like the Department of Defense and the CIA.

For example, one of the planned hearings the Select Committee was going to hold was
supposed to be with Defense Department officials on our nation’s military posture prior to the
attacks in Benghazi. The Select Committee had planned to hold this hearing in April, but it did
not do so. Instead, the Select Committee waited an astonishing 11 months before even sending a
request for new documents to the Defense Department. The Select Committee did not send its
document request until April 8—the same month the hearing was supposed to be held.

To date, the Select Committee has never sent a letter to former Defense Secretary Robert
Gates or former Defense Secretary Leon Panetta requesting their testimony. The Select
Committee has been virtually silent on its plans to hear from either of these individuals or
anyone else from the Defense Department. In the entire 14 months since the Select Committee
has been in existence, the Select Committee has not conducted a transcribed interview or
deposition of even a single Defense Department employee.

Similarly, the Select Committee originally planned to hold a hearing in June with former
Deputy CIA Director Michael Morrell, but that hearing also never occurred. Instead, the Select
Committee waited almost a full year after its inception—until April of 2015—before sending its
first request for new documents to the CIA.

In the past, Republicans have attempted to blame the Select Committee’s glacial pace on
Secretary Clinton and the State Department. But it seems difficult to understand how they could
be responsible for the Select Committee abandoning every single hearing it had planned to hold
since January.
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It appears that much of the Select Committee’s work has been shelved while Republicans
pursue every possible avenue of political attack against Secretary Clinton. These actions by the
Select Committee—which lack any legitimate basis—serve only to delay its work further into

the election season and subject it to increasingly widespread criticism for its highly partisan
actions.

Sincerely,

Rep. Adam Smith

Rep. Adam B. Schiff
Ranking Member
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Rep. Linda T. Sanchez Rep. Tamm kworth




